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Runoft: Harish ]a]oo for Sugar Land Mayor

BY VANSHIKA VIPIN

SUGAR LAND: While the en-
tire world’s eyes are on the much
debated Trump and Clinton’s face
off, Sugar Land is witnessing a his-
toric moment in its Local Mayoral
elections. Considered as one of the
most ethnically diverse place, the
city is prepping up for the runoff
elections on June 11 between the
first ever South Asian Mayoral
candidate, Harish Jajoo and Joe
Zimmerman.

Harish Jajoo, in an exclusive
interview with IAN, thanked the
residents of Sugar Land who
trusted in him and came out to
vote in his favor in the first round
of elections held in early May .
“I am overwhelmed with the love
and support I have received in this
electoral journey. Not only did the
citizens of Sugar Land support, but
people from across Houston came
forward to build up the momentum
for us. Change, I say, is round the
corner. It’s heartening to witness
that we are mirroring a national
trend of the upsurge of the ethnic
races in politics”

So what is important to any in-
dividual living across the globe?
Good living conditions, Safety,
Affordable Housing, Infrastruc-
ture. Sugar Land’s expectation is
no different. People want a local
government that can empathize
with their needs and wants. They
want a leader whose developmen-
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tal thoughts resonate with theirs,
more so the younger generation,
the future of Sugar Land.

So how does he reach out to all
the segments of the city for his
electoral drive? “Youth have to
be engaged in the process of de-
velopment. They are the building
blocks of the citys future. Taking
them in confidence and winning
their votes thus is of utmost impor-
tance for anyone who wants to be

relevant in the current times. As a
part of our campaign, we selected
few youth leaders and gave them
important roles. The gen-x is moti-
vated by the roles they play in the
whole ecosystem. We engaged and
motivated them to include more
peers from community and work
space, regardless of whether they
were South-Asians or not” said
Jajoo.

Jajoo is a thirty-one years resi-

dent of Sugar Land. He and his
wife Shashi have lived in Sugar
Land since 1985 and have two
grown sons . He is the first South
Asian-American in the history
of Sugar Land to run for mayor.
Harish was elected into the Sugar
Land City Council in 2011 and has
served on the Council ever since.
By profession, he is a consulting
engineer and a registered profes-
sional engineer in the state of
Texas.

“We, South Asians, are a very in-
dustrious community. We are dili-
gent in whatever work we pick up
and the country has bore the tes-
timony of excellence of our com-
munity in Academia, healthcare,
law, engineering and accountancy.
However, politics is left far behind.
With this election, we intend to
create a history even in Politics”
said Jajoo on the involvement of
the South Asian community in
Politics.

As part of the Sugar Land city
council, he has played an integral
role in many economic develop-
ment and infrastructure projects of
Sugar Land. Thus understanding
the functioning complexities of the
city and in a bid to tackle the local
issues of the city, Jajoo, one of two
Indian-Americans on the six-per-
son City Council, said “We want
to promise a council that not only
listens, but also acts timely. We
want to responsibly address the is-
sues that have been bothering the
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people of Sugar Land namely the
fiscal deficit, taxes, public safety,
infrastructure and economic de-
velopment. No citizens would be
happy if they were constantly wor-
ried about their economy and safe-
ty while battling with their daily
lives. In order to make Sugar Land
more prosperous, we aim to create
it as a preferred destination for
visitors. We would also be work-
ing in the future annexation of the
New Territory and the Greatwood
areas into city of Sugar Land.”

Besides working as an engineer
and being a city council member,
Jajoo is a Certified Flood Plain
Manager in the State of Texas and
has been active in several profes-
sional and community activities
and organizations. His only appeal
to the citizens of Sugarland is, “Go
out and Vote.”

Along with his team, they have
reached out to more than 8000
homes since he started his cam-
paign in September 2015. Closer
to the elections, they are now
planning on visiting another 3000
homes in the next 4 weeks.

If you are someone who is look-
ing for ‘Change’ and would like to
be a part of this history, then do go
out and vote or volunteer for the
campaign. To volunteer email at
campaign@harishjajooforsugar-
land.com

(Early election dates are Tues-
day, May 31 — June 7, Tuesday.
Election Day is Saturday, June
11.) Early voting Location and
Election Day voting location de-
tails can be found at www.jajoo-
Jorsugarland.com

Galson Auto Receives the BBB Distinction Award Again

By JAWAHAR MALHOTRA

HOUSTON: The list of companies
which are vying for the Awards of
Excellence from the Better Busi-
ness Bureau has grown so much
that the annual awards luncheon
has been filled to capacity. For the
second year in a row, over 1,000
people once again attended the
event, which had to be moved
to the Bayou City Event Center
on Knight Road just south of the
Astrodome to accommodate the
turnout.

And once again this year, Galson
Auto & Body Repair was nomi-
nated in its category and its found-
er Harjit Galhotra and his team
were on hand to see what award
they would receive. Galhotra was

At the BBB Awards of Excellence luncheon held on May 11, Galson
Auto & Body Repair once again received the Distinction Award, held
by owner Harjit Galhotra flanked by his wife Seema (on his right)
and son Ravi and other staff members.
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there with his wife Seema and son
Ravi, both of whom are active in
the business, and other staff mem-
bers.

The business has consistently
won BBB awards since 2005, win-
ning the highest Pinnacle Award
that year and again in 2007 and
2014, and the Distinction Award
every year in between. Galhotra
eagerly awaited the outcome of
this year’s choice and was de-

lighted to receive the Distinction
Award again this year, though his
eye was on the Pinnacle. He has
built a remarkable business since
he started it in 1993, with the
precision that has been ingrained
him though his engineering back-
ground. Undeterred, he vowed,
“We will compete for the award
again next year,” with a twinkle in
his eye.
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